INTRODUCE
HUMPHRY  CLIWKER

WITH Humphry Clinker one comes, well pleased, to
that book of Smollett's which it is not necessary
to praise in the least u by allowance/' Even
Hazlitt, though he thought it necessary to lay special
stress on certain characteristics which it shares (and in
much less degree) with all its fellows, and though he
has yoked it strangely enough with Ferdinhnd Count
Fathom, is enthusiastic over it, and calls it "the
pleasantest gossiping noyel ever written/' Three-
quarters of a century have passed since Hazlitt wrote,
with an ever-increasing store of novels; yet it deserves
this description almost as well as ever.
But it also deserves a great deal more than this. In
feet, it is difficult to discover any hard thing to say of
it, except that just sufficient of Smollett's earlier and
uglier characteristics appears, here and there, to reassure
us against the supposition of his having undergone one
of tfeose complete and miraculous changes which he
and his contemporaries were too much given to depict-
ing in their novels. He is, as Mrs. Dinmont observed
to her husband, " the old man yet" in certain rather
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